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Nassau BOCES & Nassau County Police Department Partner on School Safety 

     On June 13th, in response to the 
recent school shooting at the Robb 
Elementary School in Uvalde, Texas, 
Nassau BOCES and the Nassau Coun-
ty Police Department partnered to offer 
a workshop on school safety. The pro-
gram, which took place at the Morrelly 
Homeland Security Center in Beth-
page, was directed at school superin-
tendents and school board members. 

Attendance was outstanding with 102 
participants representing 55 school 
districts. Police Commissioner Ryder 
assured school districts that Nassau 
County officers were trained and 
equipped to respond to an active shoot-
er situation and would not hesitate to 
respond. He also commented on the 
outstanding relationship that exists 
between his department and schools. 

     In response to the recent school shootings, numerous on-line threats and other potential emergencies school districts are reviewing all 
aspects of their emergency response plans. The most critical component of any plan is the assurance that communication and emergency 
notification systems are functioning properly. Many school districts have not recently reviewed and tested their access to 911 emergency 
services. In addition to testing 911 calling capability, all schools districts need to ensure that they are in compliance with Kari’s Law, 
which mandates direct dialing to 911 and internal notification. We exercise and test numerous components of our emergency response 
plans to become aware of potential issues prior to the actual emergency. Testing of the 911 system is one of the most important. When 
performing validation testing Test Calls Must Be Cleared Through a 911 Nassau County Police Department Shift Manger who can 
be contacted by calling 516-573-8880. Once you have completed testing please inform Mr. Vincent LaRusso of Nassau BOCES Telecom-
munications at 516-832-2745. If you need further assistance please contact your Nassau BOCES In-District Health & Safety Specialist. 
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Access to 911 Emergency Services - Have You Tested Your System? 

From left: Lieutenant Robert Connolly; Commanding Officer 
Nassau County Police Commissioner Patrick J. Ryder;  
Nassau BOCES District Superintendent Dr. Robert R. Dillon 

Nassau County Police Commissioner Patrick Ryder explains breaching tools utilized by police offic-
ers to enter classrooms with locked doors. 



Compliance Issues  
Answers to recent compliance questions 
arising in school districts. 

Q. A recent review by the NYS Comptroller’s 
Office on Mental Health Training required 
for schools under the SAVE legislation noted 
12 components that should be included. What 
are they?  
 
 Obsessive-Compulsive Disorder 
 Psychotic Disorders 
 Eating Disorders 
 Substance Use Disorders 
 How to Access Crisis Support 
 Mood Disorders 
 Personality Disorders 
 Anxiety Disorders 
 Behavioral Disorders 
 Suicidal Behavior 
 Trauma and Stress Related Disorders 
 Whom to Turn to 
 
     Of the twenty school districts audited only 
two school districts offered all of the compo-
nents. Twelve school districts offered at least 
one of the components while six had none of 
the recommended components at all. 

Q. What are some of the major considerations 
when reviewing school building access and 
vulnerability?  
     School districts should consider a layered 
approach when reviewing school building ac-
cess focusing on the school grounds perimeter, 
communication inside and outside the building, 
entrances to the building, and entrance to the 
classroom. Specifics include: 
 Security booths and perimeter monitoring 
 Security guard duties defined 
 Security guard duties documented 
 Signage that is prominent  
 First floor windows closed 
 Classroom doors locked 
 Hiding areas not created by foliage/trees 
 Building access limited - one way in/out 
 Intercom/cameras at entrances 
 Visitors identified when still outside 
 Appointment system established 
 Visitor management system 
 Escort system established in building 
 ID cards for staff and students  
 Training on procedures for staff/students 
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The Nassau BOCES Health & 
Safety Focus is a review of 
health and safety issues for sub-
scribing school districts. Ques-
tions and comments on this doc-
ument are welcome. Please con-
tact the Health & Safety Training 
and Information Service staff at: 

 

516-396-2387, or fax to  
516-997-0446, or e-mail  

pladuca@nasboces.org. 

Board of Cooperative Educational Services of Nassau County 
 

Susan Bergtraum, President 
Deborah Coates, Vice-President 
Ronald Ellerbe 
Lawrence Greenstein 
Martin R. Kaye 
Fran N. Langsner 
Robert “B.A.” Schoen 
Eric B. Schultz 
Michael Weinick 
 

Dr. Robert R. Dillon, District Superintendent 
James R. Widmer, Deputy Superintendent for Business 
Dr. RG France, Associate Superintendent  
for Curriculum, Instruction and Educational Services 
 

Department of Curriculum, Instruction and Technology 
 

Chris N. Reinertsen, Associate Director 
Pam Christensen, Associate Director 
Lavern Mitchell, Associate Director 
 

Health & Safety Training and Information Service 
 

Peter La Duca, Assistant Director 
Steve M.  Jacob, Safety Coordinator 
Beata Walerych-Janus, Program Manager 
Tishura Dalrymple, Program Manager 
Lloyd Gaynor, Systems Specialist 
Stephanie Cavalieri, Systems Specialist 
Terry-Ann Montaque, Systems Specialist 
Daniel Hoelzer, Systems Specialist 
Laura Singh, Systems Specialist 
LeAnn Yu, Principal Clerk Typist 

 
School District Health & Safety Liaisons 
(Districts with BOCES Health & Safety Specialists in Bold) 

Baldwin – Shari Camhi, Russ Randazzo 
Bellmore - Joseph Famularo, Joseph Fiorino               
Bellmore-Merrick – John Simpkins                             
Bethpage – Scott Harrington, Peter Cavassa 
Carle Place – Christine Finn, John Hendricken 
East Meadow – Kenneth Card, Patrick Pizzo         
East Rockaway – Jacqueline Scrio, James Daly 
East Williston – Diane Castonguay, Nicholas Fusco 
Elmont – Kenneth Rosner, Fernando DeBartolo 
Farmingdale – Paul Defendini, Glen Zaklan 
Floral Park - Kathy Sottile, Fred Mandracchia,  
Franklin Square – Jared Bloom, Theresa Hennessy 
Freeport – Kishore Kuncham 
Garden City – Dana DiCapua, Robert Foley 
Glen Cove – Victoria Galante, Viktor Tymchynyuk 
Great Neck – John Powell, Alfredo Cavallaro 
Hempstead – James Clark, Allan Wakefield 
Herricks – Lisa Rutkoske, Marty Abrams 
Hewlett-Woodmere –  Marie Donnelly, Kim Parahus  
Hicksville –  Marcy Tannenbaum, David Bell 
Island Park – Vincent Randazzo, Alison Celentano 
Island Trees - Charles Murphy, Kenneth McLean 
Jericho – Ben Ciuffo, Michael Hahn 
Lawrence –  Jeremy Feder, Lance McAllister 
Levittown – Christopher Milano 
Locust Valley – Toni Meliambro, Eric Nakutavicius 
Long Beach – Michael DeVito 
Lynbrook – Melissa Burak, Paul Lynch 

Malverne –  Christopher Caputo, Daniel Balzan 
Manhasset – Rosemary Johnson, Frederick Bruder 
Massapequa – Alan Adcock, Tim O’Donnell 
Merrick – Dominick Palma, James O’Beirne 
Mineola – Michael Nagler, Jenny Carcana 
North Shore – Olivia Buatsi, John Hall 
New Hyde Park-Garden City Park - Michael Frank 
North Bellmore -  Marie Testa, Richard Russo 
North Merrick -  Cynthia Seniuk, Sam Carder 
Oceanside – Phyllis Harrington, Robert Schloth 
Oyster Bay-East Norwich - Maureen Raynor 
Plainedge – Edward Salina, Brett Prochazka 
Plainview – Chris Donarummo, Andrew Ward 
Port Washington – Michael Hynes, Kathleen O’Hara 
Rockville Centre – Robert Bartels, John Scalisi 
Roosevelt – Deborah Wortham, Michael Goldberg 
Roslyn –  Susan Warren, Thomas Szajkowski 
Seaford –  Adele Pecora, Russell Costa 
Sewanhaka - Kevin O”Brien, Scott Greene 
Syosset – Patricia Rufo, Greg Hamilton 
Uniondale – Monique Darnsaw-Akil, John LaBare 
Valley Stream 13 – Constance Evelyn, Gerard Antoine 
Valley Stream 24 – Don Sturz, Jack Mitchell 
Valley Stream 30 – Brian Phillips, Chris Malone 
Wantagh -  Anthony Cedrone, Tom Fucci 
Valley Stream Central –  Wayne Loper, Jim Nothel 
Westbury – Tahira Dupree-Chase, Lynn Taylor 
West Hempstead – Joel Press, William Dworsak 


